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Step-by-Step Guide to Setting Up a Business in IFZA Free Zone 

 
 

The International Free Zone Authority (IFZA) in Dubai is an attractive destination for 
entrepreneurs and businesses looking to establish a presence in the UAE. With its strategic 
location, investor-friendly regulations, and a variety of business benefits, IFZA offers a 
streamlined process for setting up a company. Here’s a step-by-step guide to help you 
navigate the process of establishing a business in IFZA Free Zone. 
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Step 1: Choose Your Business Activity 

The first step is to decide on the type of business activity you wish to undertake. IFZA offers 
a wide range of options including trading, consultancy, and service-oriented activities. 
Clearly defining your business activity will help in determining the type of license you need. 

Step 2: Select Your Company Structure 

IFZA allows for various company structures such as a Free Zone Establishment (FZE), Free 
Zone Company (FZC), or a branch of an existing company. An FZE is a single shareholder 
limited liability company, while an FZC can have multiple shareholders. Choose the structure 
that best fits your business requirements. 

Step 3: Reserve Your Company Name 

Choosing a unique company name is crucial. The name must comply with the UAE’s naming 
conventions and cannot contain any offensive or blasphemous terms. Once you’ve selected 
a name, it needs to be approved and reserved with IFZA. 

Step 4: Apply for Your Business License 

The type of license you apply for depends on your business activity. IFZA offers various 
licenses including trading, service, and industrial licenses. You will need to submit a 
completed application form along with the necessary documentation such as a business 
plan, passport copies, and proof of address. 

Step 5: Lease Office Space 

IFZA provides flexible office solutions ranging from flexi-desks to full-fledged office spaces. 
Depending on the nature and scale of your business, you can choose an office setup that 
suits your needs. Leasing office space is a prerequisite for obtaining your business license. 

Step 6: Submit Documentation 

Prepare and submit all required documents including the application form, shareholder 
information, passport copies, and any additional documents requested by IFZA. Ensuring all 
documents are complete and accurate will help expedite the process. 
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Step 7: Obtain Initial Approval 

After reviewing your application and documents, IFZA will issue an initial approval. This step 
may involve background checks and verification of documents. Once approved, you can 
proceed to the next steps. 

Step 8: Pay Fees and Collect License 

Pay the required fees for your business license and office lease. Upon payment, IFZA will 
issue your business license, allowing you to legally operate within the Free Zone. 

Step 9: Open a Corporate Bank Account 

With your business license in hand, you can open a corporate bank account in the UAE. 
Choose a bank that best fits your business needs and complete the necessary paperwork to 
set up the account. 

Step 10: Commence Business Operations 

After completing the above steps, you’re ready to start your business operations. Ensure 
compliance with all IFZA regulations and take advantage of the various support services 
offered to help your business grow. 

Conclusion 

Setting up a business in IFZA Free Zone is a straightforward process, designed to attract and 
support entrepreneurs and businesses. By following these steps, you can efficiently establish 
your presence in one of Dubai’s most dynamic and business-friendly environments. 
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